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INDEPENDENT REVIEW INTO THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITIES’ POLICIES 
AND PRACTICES IN THE PLACEMENT OF CHILDREN WITH HARMFUL 

SEXUAL BEHAVIOURS IN RESIDENTIAL CARE SETTINGS 
Statement by Minister for Child Protection 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Child Protection) [12.10 pm]: I rise to update the house on the 
state government’s response to the Commissioner for Children and Young People’s Independent review into the 
Department of Communities’ policies and practices in the placement of children with harmful sexual behaviours 
in residential care settings. In 2020, I requested the then Commissioner for Children and Young People, Colin Pettit, 
to undertake a review of a case relating to a child placed in residential care in early 2017 with another child with harmful 
sexual behaviours. The review delivered nine recommendations and was tabled in Parliament on 15 September 2021. 
I want to acknowledge the work undertaken by the commissioner and his office in completing the review and the 
courage of the young people involved for sharing their experiences. The McGowan government acknowledges the 
findings and the recommendations set out in the review, and is resolutely committed to improving child safety in 
our community, including through the implementation of the recommendations of the Royal Commission into 
Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. 
All children and young people in care have the right to feel safe and protected. Since March 2017, when the young 
people at the centre of the review were placed together in residential care, significant work has been undertaken 
to strengthen child protection practices, including assessing and responding to children with harmful sexual 
behaviours. We have commenced significant reforms to improve safety for children either at risk of or experiencing 
abuse, including the expansion of mandatory reporting of child sexual abuse through the Children and Community 
Services Amendment Bill 2021 and the introduction of a reportable conduct scheme, as set out in the Parliamentary 
Commissioner Amendment (Reportable Conduct) Bill 2021, passed in this house last month. We have invested 
$2 million to generate evidence-informed policy, procedures and training for responding to harmful sexual 
behaviours and we are progressing reforms to safeguard out-of-home care. The WA government is four years into 
a 10-year implementation plan for the royal commission recommendations and recently tabled the 2021 annual 
progress report that shows WA has completed 45 per cent of the recommendations. 
Today I table our response to the review, which includes work completed since 2017, as well as the commitments 
for further work to come. 
[See paper 1126.] 
 

https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/publications/tabledpapers.nsf/displaypaper/4111126aff9cb2068a8151c048258841000dcbb1/$file/tp+1126+(2022)+western+australian+state+government+response+to+the+independent+review+bms+tp.pdf

	INDEPENDENT REVIEW INTO THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITIES’ POLICIES AND PRACTICES IN THE PLACEMENT OF CHILDREN WITH HARMFUL SEXUAL BEHAVIOURS IN RESIDENTIAL CARE SETTINGS
	Statement by Minister for Child Protection


